Structuring your notes into an essay:

General Outline
Paragraph 1: Introduction

Paragraph 2: Notes category #1 with 3 details/sentences
Paragraph 3: Notes category #2 with 3 details/sentences
Paragraph 4: Notes category #3 with 3 details/sentences
Paragraph 5: Conclusion
*Optional- Insert more paragraphs before the conclusion for additional categories that you researched.
Explanation:

Taking notes in categories allows you to create paragraphs that have a unifying main idea.  Use transition words to connect the facts.  Keep in mind that the categories relate to each other so it’s okay if they overlap.  You may create an essay without using the outline provided, but keep in mind that you must have at least 5 paragraphs.  Refer to the rubric to make sure you stay within the guidelines.
Transition Words and Phrases:

Transition words and phrases create flow and help the reader see how the information is organized.  Think about what kind of relationship the two sentences have.  Are you comparing?  Is it another example?  Look through the transition words and phrases handout under the correct category.  Not all sentences must start with a transition word.
Detailed Essay Outline and Example
	Paragraph 1- Introduction

	Sentence 1
	Open with the main idea of your essay- (your animal)

	The sloth is an interesting and surprising animal.

	Sentence 2
	Introduce category 1- Locomotion
	Its slow manner of locomotion is very different than other animals.


	Sentence 3 
	Introduce category 2- Behaviors
	This rainforest mammal has some very interesting behaviors.


	Sentence 4
	Introduce category 3- Physical Appearance
	In addition, its physical appearance is quite unique.


	Sentence 5
	Restate the main idea in different words.
	These different aspects of the sloth distinguish it from any animal I have every met!


	Paragraph 2- Explain Category #1- Locomotion

	Sentence 1
	Start with a general statement about the category


	The sloth is the slowest mammal known to mankind.

	Sentence 2
	Fact


	Even at their fastest, the 3 toed sloths can only move at about 13 feet per minute, which is about the length of a car per minute.

	Sentence 3
	Fact


	Sloths try to conserve their energy by not moving very much.

	Sentence 4
	Fact


	Their diet is mostly leaves, which don’t provide much energy, so moving slowly is a good adaptation.  

	Sentence 5
	Restate the first sentence in different words.

	Even though the sloth is slow, they are still able to survive.

	Paragraph 3- Explain Category #2- Behavior

	Sentence 1
	Start with a general statement about the category


	Most of their lives are spent up in a tree eating leaves and sleeping.

	Sentence 2
	Fact


	In fact, they only go to the ground about once a week to make a hole and deposit their waste.

	Sentence 3
	Fact


	Some scientists think that they sleep 15-18 hours each day!

	Sentence 4
	Fact


	Their claws help them to stay hanging up in the tropical rainforest trees.

	Sentence 5
	Restate the first sentence in different words.

	Since they mostly stay in one tree, it seems like they would be pretty easy to keep track of.


	Paragraph 4- Explain Category #3- Physical Appearance

	Sentence 1
	Start with a general statement about the category


	However, the sloth is not as easy to find as you might think, even with their strange appearance.

	Sentence 2
	Fact


	Since the sloth moves so slow, a green colored algae is able to grow on their fur, providing camouflage.

	Sentence 3
	Fact


	If you are able to spot one, you will see a short, flat head; big eyes; a short snout; long legs; and tiny ears.

	Sentence 4
	Fact


	They are also quite small, about the size of a dog.

	Sentence 5
	Restate the first sentence in different words.

	A sloth is also only found in the tropical rainforests of Central and South America.


	Paragraph 5- Conclusion

	Sentence 1
	Start with an evaluative statement about the animal.


	To conclude, the sloth is a very distinct mammal.

	Sentence 2
	Review/Summarize the categories discussed to support your evaluative statement:


	Their painfully slow, sleepy lifestyle and huge claws are a contrast to the dogs and cats we see running around.

	Sentence 3
	End with a concluding sentence restating the main idea of you essay or an opinion.

	With this in mind, we should appreciate how unique its adaptations are and how lucky we are to have such diversity on this planet.


